




From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 12:20 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: richard.emery@associa.us 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1499 on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM 
 
HB1499 
Submitted on: 2/2/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Richard Emery Associa Support Yes 
 
 
Comments: Allowing participants to voluntarily elect binding arbitration with a 
reasonable cost may result in faster resolutions and reduce court filings. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 1:36 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: albertd@hawaiianprop.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1499 on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM 
 
HB1499 
Submitted on: 2/7/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Al Denys 
Hawaii CAI LAC & 

Hawaiian Properties Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: Aloha, Oppose HB 1499. Mahalo. warmest aloha Al Denys 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 









 
Honorable Angus L.K. McKelvey  
Honorable Linda Ichiyama  
February 6, 2017  
 Page 2 of 2 
 
 
 Other problems can also be anticipated.   
 

The approach reflected in SB 200 is preferable to the approach 
reflected in HB 1499 .   The committee is, therefore, respectfully 
requested to amend HB 1499 by adopting  the content of  SB 200 .   
 
 
 
       Very truly yours,  
 
          Philip Nerney  

Philip S. Nerney  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 5, 2017 5:25 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: john-a-morris@outlook.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1499 on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM 
 
HB1499 
Submitted on: 2/5/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

John Morris Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: My name is John Morris and I am testifying in support of HB 1499, which 
allows the condominium education trust fund to fund not only evaluative mediation but 
also arbitration. Reportedly, the fund established to promote evaluative mediation has a 
significant positive balance. In addition, not all disputes can be resolved by mediation 
and it is possible that arbitration might be necessary in some cases and might prevent 
condominium disputes from clogging the courts. Therefore, HB 1499 seems to serve a 
worthwhile purpose. Nevertheless, arbitration can be significantly more expensive than 
evaluative mediation. The Hawaii Real Estate Commission, which administers the 
evaluative mediation program, has currently capped the subsidy at a maximum of 
$3000, unless special circumstances exist. Therefore, perhaps the committee report for 
this bill could clearly state that the commission has the authority to establish criteria for 
arbitration under the terms of HB 1499. The bill already states that prior to filing 
arbitration with support from the condominium education trust fund, the parties must first 
attempt mediation, which is a good limitation that may reduce unnecessary arbitration. 
The committee report for this bill could also confirm that the commission can establish 
criteria for the maximum funding for any arbitration that proceeds in accordance with 
this proposed change in the law. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, February 4, 2017 2:26 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: cporter@hawaiilegal.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1499 on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM* 
 
HB1499 
Submitted on: 2/4/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Christian Porter  Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Richard J. Port  
1600 Ala Moana Blvd. #3100  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96815  
Tel 808-941-9624  

e-mail:  portr001@hawaii.rr.com  
 

 
Measure :  HB 1499 Relating to Condominium Associations 
Date and Time of Hearing : 2:00 p.m. Thursday, February 9, 2017 
Committee :  The Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce  
 
Aloha Rep, McKelvey and Members of your Committee, 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in strong support of HB 1499. 
 
I agree with the recommended amendments suggested by Jane Sugimura which she has 
made on behalf of the Hawaii Council of Association of Apartment Owners.  The  result will 
be that if HB 1499 is approved, most conflicts between condo boards and their owners will 
be able to be resolved without these owners coming to the legislature with ever more bills 
requesting your assistance. 
 
Please approve HB 1499. 
 
 

 
Richard Port 

mailto:portr001@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 9:42 PM 
To: CPCtestimony 
Cc: Schoenecker@email.Phoenix.edu 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1499 on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM 
 
HB1499 
Submitted on: 2/7/2017 
Testimony for CPC on Feb 9, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

JOY SCHOENECKER Mauna Luan Support No 
 
 
Comments: We support mediation and arbitration to resolve disputes between condo 
owners and their boards, and accordingly it supports the intent and purpose of this bill  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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